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a substitute. This was done till the days of Ashraf Kait Bai.
It was recorded amongst the good acts of the Dawadar, and
the people blessed him for abolishing this odious custom.

Another incident in the Sultan's absence was that one of
the imported Memlooks wanted to buy corn from a ship by
the river bank and could not find a porter. Finding one of
the fellahln of the Sa'Id with a donkey and a sack, he tried
to take them from him. This led to a quarrel, during which
the Memlook struck the fellah a severe blow on the head
which' drew blood, and the man threw himself into the river
and was drowned. This brought a crowd round the Memlook,
whom they seized and took to the Dawadar's house, where he
was put in irons and sent to the Vali. When his comrades
heard of this they went to the Dawadar's house ; they found
he was away at the dam of al-Faid seeing about its being
[34] blocked up. The Memlooks were told that the Dawadar
had handed over the Memlook to Elmas the Vail. Thereupon
a great number of the imported Memlooks came down from
their quarters with a view to plundering and burning the
Vali's house and releasing the Memlook. The Dawadar,
however, took no further notice of that murder, and no more
was heard of it.

The following event took place during the absence of the
Sultan: One of the eunuchs named 'Amber, chief of the
Ashrafi order, who lived in the ruins of Tatar (?), and was
supposed to be wealthy (?), and had in his possession con-
signments of pay for the Memlooks, was attacked at night,
whilst asleep in his house, by thieves, who beat him on the
head with jelabahs till he died. They carried off everything,
and killed his male and female slave, making no disturbance
whatever. Amir Takt Bai,- Governor of the Citadel, was
completely at a loss to understand how this could have
happened right in the heart of the citadel, when the gates
were locked after sunset; it was considered quite an extra-
ordinary occurrence.

On Tuesday, the 9th, a chief Kadi of the Shafi'I sect died ;